Frequently Asked Questions

I am unfamiliar with the International Baccalaureate Program.  Is “IB” a new program?  No.  The IB program began in 1967.  Currently, there are more than 1468 IB schools in 117 countries.  (At least 426 of these schools are located in the U.S.)

How is the IB Diploma Program different from the honors program?  The aim of IB is to develop “well-rounded” students; therefore, IB students must take honors-level courses in each academic area (English, math, science, social studies).  In addition, they must take a foreign language class each year.   These are not requirements of honors students.  Another difference is that IB courses are scheduled on a “modified block schedule,”  so students have certain courses all year long.  Why?  So that students continue to develop skills all year, not just for a semester.  The advantage of this:  better test scores (we hope), and greater retention of concepts!

Why should I become an IB student?  

Great preparation for college!  Students take courses in each of the major disciplines and are, therefore, ready for the challenge of college!
Smaller class sizes!   Most sections of our IB courses contain no more than 15 students, allowing more individual attention!
College credit!  Many colleges within the state and around the country award college credit for successful performance in IB courses!
An emphasis on THINKING!  You’ll learn to form and defend your own views and to analyze critically!  You’ll need these skills in college (and in life)!
It will challenge you!
How do I know if I’m a good candidate for the IB Diploma Program?  Successful IB Diploma candidates usual possess these qualities:  self-motivation, intellectual curiosity, and respect for divergent points of view.  Diploma candidates have pursued a study of a modern foreign language (French or Spanish).  In addition, successful IB students have experienced success in honors-level or pre-IB courses during their freshmen and sophomore years, and they have worked to develop both their written and oral communication skills.  

If I decide to become an IB student, must I take all IB courses?  No.  The goal of the IBO is to create a well-rounded student; therefore, the IBO encourages students to enroll as diploma candidates, completing the entire IB curriculum.  However, some students elect to become IB certificate candidates, electing to enroll only selected IB courses.

What if I’m not sure if I should apply for the certificate or the diploma program?  In that case, keep your options open by enrolling in IB English, history, science, math and foreign language during your junior year.  If you decide against pursuing the diploma, you may become a certificate student during your senior year.  

Will I receive college credit for my IB coursework?  Each college or university determines if it will award credit for IB, AP, or dual-credit college courses.  There are no guarantees; however, the IB program is widely regarded by U.S. colleges and universities, as well as those around the world.  Many West Virginia colleges offer credit for IB courses.  For more information, check out our “College Advantage” page on this web site.

Can my work in the IB program help me pay for college? Again, there are no guarantees; however, some schools offer special scholarship for students who earn the IB diploma.

Will I have much homework?  Of course!  You’re an honors student, and honors students have homework, whether they’re in IB, honors, or dual-credit college classes!  A better question is “will I be well-prepared for college?”  YES!  

Will I have a life apart from school work?  Our current IB students are involved in many activities, including band, forensics competitions, the Appalachian Children’s Chorus, JSA, quiz bowl tournaments, and various sports.  One of the most important things you learn is to “juggle” many activities, another important life skill!  

If I become an IB diploma candidate, will I still earn the Kanawha County Schools diploma?  Yes.  SCHS IB students earn KCS diplomas;  those who are successful on their IB exams and projects may also earn the IB diploma.

How can I get more information?  Email or phone Mr. Edward Booten, SCHS IB Coordinator. 

FAQ on the IBO web site
